SPASTICS NEWS 


NATIONAL SPASTICS SOCIETY CENTRES 


NATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CENTRES 


THE THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL IRTON HALL SCHOOL THE “ SHERRARDS ” TRAINING 


INTRE 
Dene Park, Tonbridge, Kent. Holmrook, Cumberland. CE 
Telephone: Tonbridge 3859. 


Headmaster: 
H. B. Davies, Esq., B.Sc. (Econ.). 


Chairman of the Board of Governors: 
Douglas Delarue, Esq., J.P. 


Secondary Modern and Grammar Edu- 
cation for Spastics of 11 years and over. 


Accommodation 66. 


THE CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 


Pentyrch, Nr. Cardiff. 
Telephone: Pentyrch 397. 
Headmistress: 

Mrs. C. M. Kearslake. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Miss M. B. Jowett, M.B.E. 


Primary Education for Spastics between 5 


and 16 years. 
Accommodation: 49. 


‘THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 
Tixover Grange, Duddington, 


Nr. Stamford. Telephone: Duddington 212. 


Headmaster: 
R. A. Pedder, Esq. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Eric Smith, Esq. 


Primary Education for Spastics between 5 
and 16 years. 


Accommodation: 60, 12 Day Pupils. 


Telephone: Holmrook 242. 
Headmaster: 
A. Lubran, Esq., M.R.S.T., A.A.O.T. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
J. D. Herd, Esq. 


Education for Spastics reputed to be below 
average intelligence. 


Accommodation: 34. 


HAWKSWORTH HALL 


Guiseley, Leeds, Yorks. 

Telephone: Guiseley 2914. 

Principal: J. D. Johnson, Esq. 
Assessment Centre for Spastic children 
between 5 and 13 years. 


Accommodation: 24. 


DARESBURY HALL RESIDENTIAL 
CENTRE 


Daresbury, Nr. Warrington, Lancs. 
Telephone: Moore 359. 


Warden: F. W. Bellman, Esq. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
George Evans, Esq. 


Residential Centre for Male Spastics aged 
from 16 to 35 years. 


Accommodation: 26. 


COOMBE FARM RESIDENTIAL 
CENTRE 


Oaks Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Telephone: Addiscombe 2310. 


Warden: F. W. Bowyer, Esq., M.A. 
Chairman of the Management Committee: 
R. Meek, Esq. 

Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
16 to 25 years. Accommodation: 41. 


Digswell Hill, Welwyn, Herts. 

Telephone: Welwyn Garden 2125. 
Principal: E. L. Knight, Esq. 

Chairman of the Management Committee: 
The Hon. Lady Bowes Lyon. 

Vocational Training Centre for young adult 
Spastics. 

Accommodation: 31. 


PRESTED HALL & THE GRANGE 


Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 

Telephone: Kelvedon 482. 

Warden: J. H. Watson, Esq. 

Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Miss Mary Ruck, R.R.C. 

Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
25 to 40 years. Accommodation: 31. 


THE GRANGE: 


High Street, Kelvedon. 
Accommodates 13 Spastics over the age of 
40 years. 


NATIONAL HOLIDAY HOTELS 
ARUNDEL PRIVATE HOTEL 


23, The Leas, Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Telephone: Southend 476351. 
Manageress: Miss M. Burden. 

Chairman of the Management Committee: 
H. F. Savage, Esq., J.P. 

Hotel for Spastics and accompanying rela- 
tives or friends. Accommodation: 19 
Write to Manageress for bookings. 


S.0.S. HOLIDAY HOTEL FOR SPASTIC 
CHILDREN 


Colwall Court, Bexhill. 

Telephone: Bexhill 1491. 

Chairman of the Management Com- 

mittee,: David Jacobs, Esq. 
Accommodation: 23. 


LOCAL CENTRES AND CLINICS 


In close co-operation with Local 
Authorities and/or Hospital Management 
Committees, the following Groups provide 
or assist special schools and/or treatment 
centres: 


Hull Portsmouth 
Northampton Reading 
Nottingham Southend-on-Sea 
Pontefract Swindon 


Working independently, the following 
Groups have set up special schools or 
treatment centres: 


Birkenhead Leicester 
Bolton Plymouth 
Cheltenhan: Stockport 


Operating entirely by voluntary contri- 
butions, the following Groups have treat- 
ment centres: with or without nursery 
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classes. Some of these centres operate 
every day, others only part time: 


Bedford North Stafford 
Bridgwater (Stoke) 
Oldham 
Chesterfield Oxford 
Croydon Poole and Bournemouth 


Epping Forest Sale 


Gillingham South West Middlesex 
Grimsby South West Surrey 

S 
Ipswich bee i 

Urmston 
Luton 

Wycombe and 
Maidstone District 


North London York 
The following Groups have, what might 
be termed, special occupation centres and, 


in some cases, treatment is available to- 
gether with speech therapy: 


Cardiff Ilford 
Brighton Scunthorpe 
Bristol Southampton 
Crewe Southend 
Dudley 


What might be termed Welfare Depart- 
ments, mainly designed to assist older 
Spastics, are operated by the following: 


Bradford Nottingham 
Halifax Widnes 
N.W.London 


Work centres, varying in scope have 
been opened for adults by the following: 


Bedford Kingston-on-Thames 
Croydon N.W. Kent (Erith) 
Central Middlesex Stockport 

Central Surrey Swansea 


Holiday homes are run by the follow- 
ing Groups:— 

Cumberland, Westmorland and Furness, 
at Allonby, Maryport; Hull at Bridlington. 
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R. WILLIAM HARGREAVES, 

the Industrial Liaison Officer will 
be speaking at meetings in the following 
towns. 


June 5th-9th inclusive. Newcastle Ministry 
of Labour, tour addressing D.A.C.’s. 


15th. A.G.M. Bedford & District 
Branch of N.S.S. 


July 6th, 8.30 p.m. A.G.M. Crosby & 
District Spastics Society. 


June 


July 12th. Aylesbury D.A.C. 

July 17th. Tunbridge Wells D.A.C. 
July 20th. Letchworth D.A.C. 

July 31st. Assessment Course X begins. 


Miss Shirley Keene, the Society’s 
Lecturer, has the following engagements 


(these bookings are subject to alteration): 
June 3rd. East Cornwall Branch, Royal 


College of Midwives, Launceston, 
Cornwall. 


FRONT COVER 


E went up to the North for our E.G.M. this year. 


Leeds was the gracious 


host and made all the delegates and visitors feel welcome. 


Our cover picture of the eternally graceful swan on a peaceful lake was taken 
at Peasholm Glen, Scarborough. Though not particularly typical of Yorkshire this 
is the kind of scene on which we all should 


(Solution to May Crossword) 


Down 
Outer 
Faust 
Route 
Forestall 
Staunched 
Undertine 
Animation 
Hemstitch 
Raspberry 
Aroma 
Ideal 
Stood 


ACROSS 
Offers 
Fortune 
Taurus 
Pegu 
Rather 
Nero 
Antic 
Firm 
Hair 
Sepal 
Cant 
Ladies 
Ibex 
Bolero 
Concern 
Sailed 
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June Sth, 1.00 p.m. Rotary Club of Twick- 
enham, The Jolly Gardeners Hotel, 
Isleworth. 


June 6th, 2.45 p.m. Young Wives’ Group, 
St. Michael’s Church, Memorial Hall, 
Merton Road, Southfields, S.W.18. 


June 12th, 7.30 p.m. Young Wives’ Group, 
All Saints’ Church, Sudbury, Suffolk. 


June 13th, 2.30 p.m. Highgate Branch, Nat. 
Fed. of Old Age Pensions Ass., Con- 
gregational Church Hall, Junction Road, 
N.19. 

7.00 p.m. Cainscross Women’s Insti- 
tute, Church Hall, Cainscross, Stroud, 
Glos. 


June 15th, 1.00 p.m. Rotary Club of Dover, 
The Dover Stage Coach Hotel, Marine 
Parade, Dover. 


June 19th, 7.30 p.m. Hornsey and District 
Society for Mentally Handicapped Chil- 
dren, Rokesley School, Nr. Crouch End, 
Broadway, N.8. 


June 20th, 2.45 p.m. Young Wives’ Group, 
St. Edmund’s Parish Church, Chingford, 
London, E.4. 


June 21st, 7.45 p.m. The Charlotte Mason 
College, Ambleside, Westmorland. 

June 24th. West Cornwall Branch, Royal 
College of Midwives, Penzance, Corn- 
‘wall. 


It augurs well that the N.S.S., 
swan, both protective of its young and capable 


like to feast our eyes at least once this summer. 


like the 


of inspiring hope, will continue its success 
in the coming year. 


A full report on the E.G.M. appears on pages 
12 and 13. 


June 27th, 3.00 p.m. Women’s Fellowship, 
St. Paul’s Church Hall, Thurlston Road, 
Ruislip Manor, Middlesex. 


28th, 8.00 p.m. Shotgate Young 
Wives’ Group, Baptist Church, Bruce 
Grove, Shotgate, Wickford, Essex. 


June 29th, 2.45 p.m. Women’s League, 
Wembley Park Congregational Church, 
The Broadway, East Lane, Wembley 
Park. 


July 4th, 7.30 p.m. Watchet Women’s In- 
stitute, Watchet, Somerset. 


July 5th, 7.30 p.m. The Students of Vickers 
Armstrong and Brooklands Technical 
College (venue not known). 


June 


July 11th, 2.30 p.m. Bourne Women’s In- 
stitute, Bourne, Lincolnshire. 


July 12th, 2.30 p.m. Dowsby Women’s In- 
stitute, Dowsby, Lincs. 


July 18th, 1.00 p.m. Rotary Club of Flint, 
Raven Hotel, Flint, Flintshire. 


July 26th, 8.00 p.m. St. Albans Central 
Evening Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ 
Meeting House, Lattimore Road, St. 
Albans, Herts. 


July 27th, 3.00 p.m. Mothers’ Union, Roy- 
ston Parish Church, Royston Mission 
Hall, Queen’s Road, Royston, Herts. 


NATIONAL SPASTICS 
SOCIETY 


Registered in accordance with the National Assistance 
Act, 1948 


28 FITZROY SQUARE 
LONDON, W.1. 


Telephone : EUSton 5651 


President: 


H.R.H. THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH 


Vice-Presidents: 


J CLEON HUBBARD 

P B LUCAS, DSO, DFC 

Dr SYDNEY NORTHCOTE, D Mus 
LADY RAMSDEN, MD 

H, J. VAN NESTE 


Patrons: 


THE LORD ALDENHAM 

THE LORD ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 

THE COUNTESS OF DERBY 

Dr SOMERVILLE HASTINGS, MS, FRCS 

THE VISCOUNT HEAD, PC, CBE, MC 

THER EARL OF INCHCAPE 

THE VISCOUNT KILMUIR, PC, GCVO 

THE VISCOUNT KNOLLYS, GCMG, MBE, DFC 

THE LORD BISHOP OF LONDON 

CHRISTOPHER P MAYHEW, MP 

GWEN, LADY MELCHETT 

THE MODERATOR OF THE FREE CHURCH 

FEDERAL COUNCIL 

THE LORD MORRISON OF LAMBETH, PC, CH 

WILFRED PICKLES, OBE 

THE CHIEF RABBI 

THE CARDINAL ARCHBISHOP OF 
WESTMINSTER 

THE EARL OF WESTMORLAND 

THE COUNTESS OF WESTMORLAND 


Members of the Executive Committee: 


CHAIRMAN - J F G EMMS 
VICE-CHAIRMAN -: A MOIRA, ARIBA 
HONORARY TREASURER - W A BURN, FCA 
HONORARY SECRETARY : R A JUPP, 


AMI MechE 
E BARNETT, MCSP, MChS 
MISS JEAN GARWOOD, BA 
MISS N M GURR 
Dr E V HALDANE, BSc, MB 
A W MARTIN 
J L PETERSON, MA 
Alderman F ROBERTS 
B TAYLOR, AMIGasE 
H E WOLFF 


Director: 
Dr C P STEVENS, MBE, MB, CHB 


Medical Advisory Committee: 


Prof ALAN MONCRIEFF (Chairman), CBE, 
MD, FRCP, FRCOG 

Dr J H CROSLAND, MRCS, D Phys Med 

Dr RONALD MAC KEITH, DM, FRCP 

Dr E P G MICHELL, MB, BCh, MRCP, DCH 

Prof A V NEALE, MD, FRCP 

Dr T E OPPE, MB, BS, MRCP, DCH 


(Hon Secretary) 
Prof PAUL E POLANI 
I M ROBERTSON, FRCSE 
Dr W S TEGNER, FRCP 
Dr E CLAYTON-JONES (Editor, C P Bulletin) 


Research Physician: 


Prof PAUL E POLANI FRCP 
Prince Philip Professor of Paediatric Research, 
University of London 


Research Fellow: 
Dr ALISON D McDONALD, MD 


Research Consultative Board: 


SIR CHARLES SYMONDS, KBE, CB, MD, FRCP 
Neurological Department, Guy’s Hospital 
(Chairman) 
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WE ALL HAVE A FUTURE 


4 Peel ambitions of all young people are inclined to be 


fanciful at times. 


and have no head for heights. 


drivers—and must wear 


“ strong ” spectacles. 


Some want to be steeple-jacks— 


Some want to be racing 
Some 


want to sing with a band or on stage—and have no voice, 


Young spastics have ambitions, too, but their choice is 


doubly limited because of their handicap. Often they are 


not able to manage the type of career they have set their 


hearts on. Like other youngsters, their aims are often 


unrealistic and impracticable. 


BUT THIS IS NO CAUSE FOR DESPAIR, SELF-PITY 
OR A LESSENING OF SELF-CONFIDENCE. THE 
GREAT LESSON TO LEARN AND APPRECIATE IS 
THAT LEADING A SUCCESSFUL LIFE IS NOT NECES- 
SARILY RESTRICTED TO ONE IN WHICH A PERSON 
EARNS A LIVING IN COMPETITIVE EMPLOYMENT. 


There is more to life than doing a skilled job and earning 


high wages. 


The successful person, as a person, is not 


always clever and not always rich. Among the greatest 


assets one can have is a happy outlook and an ability to 


make friends, living to a moral code in words and deeds, 


and showing a willingness for the smallest task. 


Life is a pattern and each of us has a place in that 


pattern. 


Each of us has a future. 


Prof J D BOYD, MD, MSc 
Anatomy School, University of Cambridge 
Dr J H CROSLAND, MRCS, D Phys Med 
30 Weymouth Street, London 
Prof J N CUMINGS, MD, FRCP 
National Hospital, Queen Square, London 
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Department of Neuropathology, Maudsley Hospital, 
London 
Dr P R EVANS, MD, MSc, FRCP 
Department of Child Health, Guy’s Hospital, London 
MISS N GIBBS, MA 
Child Guidance Training Centre, Osnaburgh Street, 
London 
Prof R S ILLINGWORTH, MD, FRCP 
Department of Child Health, University of Sheffield 
Dr J D KERSHAW, MD, DPH 
Public Health Department, Colchester 
Prof ALAN MONCRIEFF, CBE, MD, FRCP, 

: ; FRCOG 
Institute of Child Health, Hospital for Sick Children, 
Gt. Ormond Street, London 


Prof W C W NIXON, MD, FRCS 
Obstetric Hospital, University College 
London 

Dr G PAMPIGLIONE, MD, MRCP 
EEG Dept, The Hospital for Sick Children, Great 
Ormond Street, London 

Prof L S PENROSE, MA, MD, FRS 

Galton Laboratory, University College, London 

Dr C G PHILLIPS, MA BSc, DM, MRCP 
Department of Physiology. University of Oxford 
Prof B S PLATT, CMG, PhD, MB 

Human Nutrition Research Unit, National Institute 
for Medical Research, Mill Hill, London 

Dr D D REID, MD, PhD 

Department of Epidemiology and Vital Statistics, 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
Prof JAMES WALKER, MD, FRCOG 

Department of Midwifery and Gynaecology, Univer- 
sity of St. Andrews, Scotland 

Prof O L ZANGWILL, MA 

Department of Psychology, University of Cambridge 


Hospital, 


from the Mailbag 


OUR FILM IN JAPAN 
Dear Mr. Director, 

I have received your warm present 
“Every Eight Hours’. It was very kind 
of you and your Society. Here I mention 
my hearty thanks to you all. 

I have already seen the film at Hawks- 
worth Hall, so I am quite aware of how 
it will be of much help for our work in 
Japan. 

Under our Ministry of Education we 
have about 20 schools for the physically 
handicapped. However, at present we 
have to say there is a big waiting list, 
even though the Ministry of Health and 
Welfare has approximately 40 homes for 
the crippled. 

I promise you that I will make the 
best use of your warm present, showing 
it to teachers, welfare workers, parents 
and the people in general. 

I thank you for your kindness again 
and again. 

With best wishes, 

Yours truly, 
YASUO TOUJIMURA, 


Director of Special Education, 


Ministry of Education, Japan. 


[Dr. Stevens thought readers would like 
to see this letter he received from Mr. 
Toujimura who spent some time over 
here visiting our schools and centres (see 
April issue ).—Ed. ] 


AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE 
Dear Editor, 

I was much moved by the letter print- 
ed in the April issue from the mother 
of a severely handicapped spastic boy. 

My son, a somewhat similar case, has 
recently died at 14 years of age. He was 
always a happy child with great spiritual 
qualities. So, in spite of the difficulties 
of caring for him all those years, we feel 
our lives are enriched. Our burden was 
made light by the love Benjy gave out, 
and when he died, we were amazed at 
the tributes paid to this child who never 
walked and was unable to speak except 
with his eyes and his smile. Some people 
wrote to say their faith had been 
strengthened, and in one or two cases 
regained, through their contact with 
Benjy. 

I feel I know so well how this mother 


must feel. Do you think I can be of any 
help to her, either by understanding and 
encouragement, or in a more practical 
way? I shall be very glad if I can. 
Very sincerely, 
Mary STEEL (MRS.), 
Norbury, S.W.16. 


[How refreshing to hear such a point 
of view! We wish you every happiness 
Mrs. Steel and have since passed your 
letter on to the Eastern Regional Officer 
who will put you in touch with the 
mother.—Ed. ] 


PRAISE FOR THE “NEWS” 
Dear Editor, 

Looking through back numbers of 
SPASTICS NEWS one is amazed and 
proud to see the wonderful progress of 
the National Spastics Society. The 
NEWS is a lovely magazine, brimming 
over with interesting information; we 
read of new branches, new schools, more 
research treatment, and the many other 
ways in which the 
Society has devel- 
oped. 

I wish for your 
Society more success, 
progress, more in- 


Manage” being printed in book form. 
This, one feels, might be of great benefit 
to handicapped folk. 

Yours sincerely, 

B. HAZLEHURST (MISss), 

Tunbridge Wells. 

[Dora will be flattered to read this. What 
are readers’ opinions?—Ed.]|. 


CHARITY BEGINS AT THE 
“LOCAL” 
Dear Editor, 

I should like to express my grateful 
thanks to the customers of the Old Dun 
Cow in Post House Wynd, whose con- 
tributions to our Society through Messrs. 
Sykes Beaumont, T. Stayman and J. 
Watson, have now reached £100. A 
worthy effort gentlemen. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. G. SINGER, 

Hon. Secretary, 
Darlington & District 
Spastics Society. 


terested readers and 
helpers. I’m sure I 
can speak for many 
people when I say 
how much I look 
forward to receiving 
my copy of SPAs- 
TICS NEWS_ each 
month. 


Yours sincerely, 
ELSIE HARLEY 
(Miss) 
Sellindge, Kent. 
[Glad to be of ser- 
vice!—Ed.]. 


SERIAL 
IN BOOK FORM? 
Dear Editor, 

I have so much 
enjoyed reading Miss 
Dora Howell’s con- 
tribution to the 
NEws, and wonder 
if there would be any 
chance of “I Can 


a high quality 


notepaper 
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COUNTRY WIDE From our roving reporter 


NEW CENTRE AT MANSFIELD 


Designed foTrrealit Physically Handicapped 


ONTAINING FEATURES OF VERY SPECIAL INTEREST, a new centre for the physically 
@ handicapped was opened at Mansfield on April 25th by Lord Piercy. 

Provided by the welfare committee of Nottinghamshire County Council the centre is intended for 
use by the blind, partially sighted, deaf and dumb, hard of hearing and other permanently and substan- 
tially handicapped persons on the Welfare Authority’s registers, of whom there are about 900. 


Members of organisations and clubs for the physically handicapped will also be able to use the 
centre which will be open every day except Sunday and office accommodation is provided for members 


of the welfare committee’s staff. 


Active Part}]by Mansfield Spastics’ Group 


The cost is reckoned at about £55,000; initial equipment 
at £7,000 and the Mansfield & District Friends of Spastics 
have played an active part, having contributed £1,000 to- 
wards this cost. 

Designed by the County Architect, the Mansfield Centre 
contains many interesting innovations, including a children’s 
room where mothers can leave their children in the care of 
voluntary workers for an hour or two and where children who 
tend to be isolated by their disability may find companionship 
and interest. 

An assembly hall, complete with stage, and fitted with 
Multitone amplifying equipment, is divisible into three rooms 
by means of sliding screens, so that separate club meetings 
and handicraft classes can be held simultaneously. This opens 
along the entire south side on to a terrace, where members 
can sit out in garden chairs. 


A specially fitted out bathroom where the members own 
various aids and appliances can be experimented with. 

A beauty parlour. A well planned kitchen unit, with an 
electric cooker with braille controls and a smaller version 
suitable for use from a wheelchair. 

A buffet, opening on to a small terrace, is furnished with 
special tables and stools for those who cannot sit easily. 

Other amenities which deserve mention here include a 
games room, a first aid room, a library with electric page 
turner, a park for invalid tricycles. A small garden is laid 
out and outside the children’s room a play area, complete 
with paddling-pool, sand pit and safety swings has been 
constructed. 

Incorporating the while as much help as possible for each 
class of disablement, the design avoids anything which would 
constitute an obstacle or danger to the others. 


School of Crafts 


Five occupational rooms devoted respectively to woodwork, 
pottery, weaving, printing and light assembly have been 
planned. A full time instructor is in charge during the day 
and those who use these rooms will be encouraged to earn 
as much as they can within the regulations governing their 


statutory benefits or pensions. 
(Edited from Hospital and Social Service Journal) 


You can’t beat the outdoor life! These young woodsmen are 
members of a party of twelve boys from Ottershaw School who have 
given up part of their holidays to help clear the White Lodge, 
Chertsey, site of the new day centre for spastics. When completed 
this will replace the present centre at Worplesdon. 

The site, which will be developed at an estimated cost of £30,000, 
is situated near St. Peter’s Hospital, at the junction of Holloway 
Hill and Guildford Road. 

The new building will house treatment rooms, classrooms, and 
special facilities for play, as well as a therapeutic pool. In its early 
stages it will cater for 40 children, and a sheltered workshop for use 


by older children is also planned for the site. 
Courtesy: Surrey Herald, Chertsey: 


Tripartite Scheme for North Lincs. 


A day centre in the Scunthorpe area is to be built in the 
near future. Scunthorpe and District Spastics Society have 
already signed a lease for land owned by Scunthorpe Corpor- 
ation and plans have been approved. 

Building of the day centre will, however, be only the be- 
ginning of a joint project to be undertaken by the Scunthorpe 
Society, the Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Spastics 
Society and the Lincoln Branch of the N.S.S. 

These three are launching a concentrated fund-raising cam- 
paign to provide money for phases two and three of the 
scheme which will provide comprehensive facilities for 
Lincolnshire spastics. Probably these will take the form of 
a treatment centre and a residential training centre, but final 
details will depend on the results of a survey of spastics in 
the area and their needs. 

Scunthorpe local authorities have shown great sympathy to 
this scheme and have offered adjoining land to the Scun- 
thorpe Society, so that the second and third phases of build- 
ing will probably be embarked upon earlier than anticipated. 

This joint approach to solve some of the problems faced 
by the three groups was the result of a meeting called by 
Mr. H. G. Knight, the Eastern Regional Officer. 


Go-Ahead Sale 


In about three months’ time Sale, Altrincham and District 
Spastics Society hope to have in operation their plans to 
provide overnight accommodation for spastic children so that 
their parents can have a night out together. Each child will 
probably be allowed to stay one or two nights a week at the 
Society’s modern centre in Harboro’ Road. 

To raise funds for a hydro-therapy pool many heads have 
been put together and on May 9th a concert was held at the 
Sale Palace Theatre Club. Already the club has sent a £500 
towards the cost of the pool. On the 19th there was a dancing 
display in Stretford Civic Theatre. Plans for the future 
include on Friday June 9th a mannequin parade at the 
Locarno, Sale, put on by Marks and Spencer Ltd., and on 


The Society’s new dis- 
play parcels went on 
show for the first time 
at Aylesbury last month 


NATIONAL SPASTICS sociery 


in a one-day exhibition 
organised by Aylesbury 
and District Disablement 
Advisory Committee of 
the Ministry of Labour. 

The light-green pan- 
els, edged in red, the 


photographs and_ the 
wonderful display of 
handicrafts made by 
Spastics in their own 


homes, drew a good deal 
of attention. At the 
end of the day a total 
OfeLl2 15s. Ll ldeenad 
been collected in sales 
and donations. 


(Courtesy : 
Chichester and 
Southdown 
Observer) 


All that brass is collected by builders’ worker, fohn “Professor” 
Edwards, whose ambition it is to open a museum in Chichester. 
Lining the walls of his bedroom and hanging from the ceiling Fohn 
has brasses worth £4,500. 

“IT want somewhere permanent to put the things, and want very 
much to raise money for spastics,’ he said. “ Anything that is 
central will do. Fust a room—so long as it has a window.” 

“Tf I can find somewhere I will open it as an evening and week- 
end museum. My mates are looking for a place for me, and they 
give me the bits and pieces they dig up.” 


Saturday, June 24th, there will be a garden party at the Lil 
Stockdale Centre. 

SPASTICS NEWS would like to congratulate Mrs. Lil Stock- 
dale, chairman of the Society, on her election to the Cheshire 
County Council as their Liberal representative. We under- 
stand she is looking forward to working on the Council. 


“Handlebar” Golf 

Children at the Leicester and Leicestershire day centre will 
soon be having a special type tape recorder, and all thanks to 
golf. An open golf competition was played on 18-hole 
foursome Stapleford at Coxmoor golf club, near Mansfield, 
Nottinghamshire on Sunday, May 7th. 

The minds or should we say moustaches behind the organ- 
isation were the eight members of the Handlebar Club’s East 
Midlands “nest” who must, to quote Club rules, “have a 
growth of hair on the upper lip with graspable extremities 
in the handlebar tradition”. Nest members live in Notting- 
hamshire, Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire and Rut- 
land. 


“Star” Cricket 

All sports have their champion and this time it was the 
stars of stage, screen, and sport who joined famous cricketers 
for a match at Bickley, Kent on Sunday, May 7th. Half the 
proceeds will go to the N.S.S. 

Captains of the two opposing teams were Harry Secombe 
and Colin Cowdray. 

During the last four years between eight and 10,000 people 
have attended similar matches and the organisers are hoping 
to attract a similar number this year. 
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Bournemouth: 

In November 60 News In Brief we reported the first show- 
ing of Mr. F. Haveron’s film about the Bournemouth, Poole 
and District Spastic Centre—Pathway to a Brighter Future. 
This film has since received a three-star reward in the Ten 
Best Films of ’60 competition sponsored by the magazine, 


“Amateur Ciné World.” Congratulations, Mr. Haveron! 
(Edited from the Bournemouth Times & Directory.) 


Furness: 

When it obtains a permanent home in the near future, 
Furness and District Spastic and Handicapped Children’s 
Society hopes to extend its work. Already on the register are 
the names of 24 children and young people—3 to 21 years— 
for whom the society has been running a half-day care centre 
for the last eight months. Mr. F. Jones, the society’s chair- 
man, speaking at the annual meeting, thanked all the volun- 
tary helpers and said how grateful he was for the support 
given by the public to the society’s work. Thanks to the 
efforts of various bodies in Barrow, the society is in a good 


financial position. 
(Edited from the North Western Evening Mail.) 


Hampstead: 

There’s a new and exclusive shoe shop in Market Place, 
Hampstead Garden Suburb—exclusive by the fact that all 
the customers are children. The shop is owned by Mr. Harry 
Fisher, the ages of whose venerable clients range from 18 
months to 15 years! The shop is the first of its kind in 
Britain, and small customers from miles around come to buy 
shoes. Its fame has spread as far away as Tokio, Finland, 
Switzerland, and France from where customers send out- 
lines of their feet to Mr. Fisher who supplies the correct type 
and size of shoe. Mr. Fisher also fits spastics and handi- 
capped children and helps to correct conditions like knock- 
knees and dropped muscles. This special service for children 
was the outcome of Mr. Fisher finding it a thankless task 


serving women customers who put appearance before fit! 
(Edited from the Hampstead and Highgate Express.) 


Blackburn: 
The serious shortage of physiotherapists in the country was 


spotlighted in Burnley when a group of people, including four 
mayors, met with the object of helping spastics. Dr. Stevens 


told a meeting of the Burnley Area and Rossendale Spastics ~ 


Society, “We have offered scholarships for trained physio- 


therapists, but are finding it difficult to get candidates.” 
(Edited from the Evening Telegraph, Blackburn.) 


Walthamstow: 

The miracle of Janet Cattier—the little Walthamstow girl 
who seven years ago was unable to speak and could hardly 
move her hands, but now plays the violin, the piano, and 
composes her own music—has brought hope to the parents of 
many spastic children in the district. Janet, now a happy 16- 
year-old, has been awarded the McEntee Senior Award by the 
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Borough of Walthamstow. The award is made annually to 


the schoolchild with the most outstanding work in any one 
field. 


(Edited from the Evening Standard, London.) 


Slough: 

The spastics’ centre being built with the sheltered work- 
shop for mentally handicapped children in Elliman Avenue 
was expected to be finished by autumn, it was announced at 
the annual meeting of the Slough and District Spastics Wel- 
fare Society. The centre will give schooling to children, in 
Slough and some parts of Bucks, to the age of 11, and pro- 
vide facilities for diagnosis, assessment of mental ability, 
physiotherapy and speech therapy. Mr. T. C. Jacques, the 
society’s president, emphasised the importance of every family 
with a spastic member registering with the society. The 
Mayor, who was guest of honour, paid tribute to the work 


done by the society. 
(Edited from the Slough Observer.) 


Portsmouth: 

The Portsmouth and District Spastics Society are very 
pleased with the progress made on the building for their 
sheltered work centre. Although at present unable to name 
an exact opening date, the society has secured the services 
of Mr. W. M. C. Gosby and Mrs. B. Fawcett, both of whom 
have been with the centre since last May. It is hoped that 
these appointments will ensure that most of the anticipated 
difficulties will be ironed out before the actual opening and 
so enable everything to go with a swing from the start. The 
society has been fortunate in acquiring a 29-seater coach, 
which they hope to convert to accommodate wheel chairs as 
well as sitting passengers. 


Ramsgate: 

“A successful past year has rewarded Thanet Group with 
an increased membership,” reported the secretary, Mrs. D. 
Winsley, at the group’s 4th annual meeting. Mrs. Winsley 
said that spastics had been visited and helped to further 
education. The group was represented at the recent Broad- 
stairs Hobbies Exhibition, with a stand displaying the work 
of spastics within the group’s area. Chairman, Mrs. Pickard, 
welcomed Mr. J. S. Langley, south eastern regional officer, 
and Mr. J. Stephens, chairman of the south-eastern regional 
council. Tributes were paid to members of the organising 


committee for their work in raising funds. 
(Edited from the East Kent Times.) 


Darlington: 

The Darlington and District Spastics Society is hoping 
to buy a house at the seaside and make it into a holiday 
home for members in the area. The society has a bank bal- 
ance of about £3,000. Says Mr. J. G. Singer, secretary, 
“Many people have helped to swell our funds. We feel that 
by spending a major part of our capital in this way it will 
show them their money is being put to good use.” Mr. 


Singer hopes that the home will be in full swing by the 


summer of ’62. 
(Edited from the Northern Despatch.) 


Isle of Wight: 

On show at an exhibition in the Isle of Wight a short 
while ago was a beautifully made model Tudor inn. The inn 
was raising funds for the Isle of Wight Group, but the crafts- 
man who made it must remain nameless, as he is a prisoner 
at Parkhurst prison. For weeks he carefully collected every 
little scrap of wood and cardboard he could find and he put 
all his spare hours into making the model. Says the society’s 
vice-chairman, Mr. Peter Hearn, “A lot of prisoners are most 
concerned about the welfare of children, and our spastic 
unit is just across the road from the prison. They would do 
anything to help sick or handicapped youngsters.” How great 


is the power of the young. 
(Edited from the Evening Standard, London. ) 


Bangor: 

“It is the hope of the Conway and District Branch of the 
N.S.S. to sponsor a centre or sheltered workshop in N. 
Wales,” said Mr. Norman Brookes, the society’s chairman at 
their annual general meeting. Conway Branch was working 
in conjunction with the N.S.S. and the Colwyn Bay Society 
in an effort to achieve this aim. Mr. Brookes was pleased 
to report that the society had continued to receive full support 
from the county health authority. Another midnight matinee 
would be staged this summer and it was possible that income 
could be increased through the sale of Christmas cards, from 
which the society derived one-third of its profits. The secre- 
tary, Mr. P. Williams, reported a successful year of activities 
and said that although the branch was still in its infancy— 
this was the third A.G.M.—they were looking forward to the 


future with confidence. 
(Edited from the North Wales Chronicle.) 


Birkenhead: 

Getting “hep” in aid of the local spastics’ society at a 
dance at the Victoria Hall, were over 200 teenagers from the 
Birkenhead area. Proceeds from the 
evening’s jiving, £12 12s. Od. in all, 
were presented to the society by Mrs. 
R. Rowland. The dance was organised 
by two Bebington boys assisted by a 
group of parents and friends, to whom 


we can say “hep hep hooray . . .” 
(Edited from Birkenhead News) 


Clacton: 

Clacton and District Group agreed 
at their recent meeting to give 50 
guineas towards the new centre at 
Watford. This modern specialised 
treatment centre for the immediate 
use of some 30 spastics is expected, 
once it is established, to benefit more 


people. 
(Edited from the East Essex Gazette.) 


Ilford: 

Further to our mention of the mini- 
bus needed by Ilford, Romford and 
District Spastics Association, in News 
In Brief last month, we are happy to 
report that the association’s wish has 
been granted; thanks to an anonymous 
donation of £350, which brought the 
minibus fund up to the required 


amount. Says Mrs. Cecily McCaul the secretary, “I mustn’t 
say who the donor is. All I can say is that he is a man very, 
very sympathetic to our work and is a public figure in Lon- 
don.” The association took delivery of the specially converted 
minibus at the end of last month, and a special steel garage 
is being built adjoining the Ilford centre at Barkingside. 
(Edited from the Ilford Recorder.) 

Bradford: 

The Arthur Clark Fund, launched last year to provide a 
residential home in Bradford for adult spastics has now 
reached over £2,500. This is reported in the 1961 year book 
of the Bradford and District Spastics Society, which outlines 
the work of the branch during the year. Over 100 spastics 
are on the branch’s register and during the year several young 
adults attended short assessment and training courses. 

(Edited from the Telegraph and Argus, Bradford.) 
Penrith: 

The annual meeting of the Cumberland, Westmorland and 
Furness Spastics Society was held at Wordsworth Hall, 
Penrith. It was reported that there were now 15 branches, a 
new branch having been formed at Dalton-in-Furness. The 
organiser, Mr. L. Stephenson, reported that there were 123 
spastics in the area, most of whom he had seen personally. 
The chairman, Mr. J. Nicholson, spoke about setting up an 
assisted scheme for adult spastics. A search is being made in 
the Carlisle area for a suitable place for establishing a centre 


where adults could be trained for useful work. 
(Edited from the Cumberland and Westmorland Herald.) 


Exeter: 

At a meeting held at the social centre for the blind, South 
Street, Exeter, parents of spastic children recently got to- 
gether in order to form a spastics’ group. Mrs. C. Vranch, 
mother of a 16-year-old spastic son, and former member of 
a similar organisation in Bristol, precipitated this move. She 
said, “The idea is for parents to talk about their difficulties 
and problems together, and to discuss ways of overcoming 


them. We also hope to provide sitting-in and similar services.” 
(Edited from the Express and Echo, Exeter.) 
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THE EASTERN REGION 


Holds its Second Conference 


Ox 80 DELEGATES from the groups in the Eastern 
Region congregated on the Angel Hotel, Peterborough, 
on Sunday, April 23rd, for the Eastern Regional Conference. 
This—the second conference held in the Eastern Region— 
was graced by the presence of His Worship the Mayor of 
Peterborough and the Mayoress, Mrs. ¥. A. Savage. Mr. 
R. A. Jupp, Hon. Secretary of the N.S.S., and Chairman of 
the Eastern Regional Council, was in the chair. On the plat- 
form too were Mr. H. Knight, the Eastern Regional Officer, 
and Mr. J. Queenborough and Dr. R. J. Firman, lecturer in 
Geology at Nottingham University, both spastics. 


Administration Important 

In his opening remarks Mr. Jupp said that the last con- 
ference was such a success that a second one had to follow 
as a matter of course. Usually, he remarked, after a while 
enthusiasm waned a bit. Once someone joined a charitable 
society they got bogged down with all kinds of paper work 
and many of the routine tasks. But they must not be dis- 
mayed. Nothing could happen in any kind of society if there 
were no administration. 

“Ags the chairman of the regional council I always feel 
it is vital to have discussions. Even if we help one child to 
learn how to walk and if nothing else has come out of our 
efforts during the last three years, the council has justified 
itself.” 


Mayor’s Admiration 

The Mayor then rose to speak and welcomed the delegates, 
saying how happy he and the Mayoress 
were to meet them again. “We have a 
very great admiration for all that has been 
done in Peterborough by the Eastern 
Region,” he continued. “We are proud to 
have as our near neighbours the Wilfred 
Pickles’ School at Tixover.” 

The vote of thanks to the Mayor was 
given by Mr. J. Queenborough who, de- 
spite his faltering voice, managed to con- 
vey everyone’s respect and admiration for 
the civic dignitaries. 

Dr. Firman, who was awarded a 
Ph.D. for his research in the Lake District, 
is married with three children. His ad- 
dress “Educating the Spastic—Some Per- 
sonal Experiences”, was lively and immen- 
sely fascinating to listen to. 

Stressing the fact that no spastic can be 
regarded as typical, he interjected many 
reminiscences from his own childhood and 
upbringing and delighted the company with his talk. He joked, 
“My mother told me I went through a pair of Start-Rite shoes 
every six weeks until I was nine years’ old and now I can walk 
like anyone else.” 


| ae aa 


Parents and problems 

No-one was ever fully educated and particularly interesting 
was the pre-school educational period. He felt very strongly 
too about the importance of studying the problems of the 
parents themselves. 


10 


Here again he quoted from his personal experiences, “I 
didn’t care that I couldn’t speak or walk at an early age, but 
my parents did; they worried a lot. That’s why this sort of 
meeting can help in a perfectly natural way by parents talk- 
ing to each other about the problem that each one faces. 
In this way they realise that they are not alone. In my day 
my mother met no-one else and felt, and indeed was, in great 
isolation. I am very pleased indeed that this sense of isolation 
has gone. But”, he admitted, “there are still people who must 
be isolated and this isolation must be a very terrible thing. 
Because if the parent is distressed the child will know. 

“There are two kinds of parents,” he went on, “those who 
totally reject the child, but usually those parents do not con- 
tact the N.S.S. so they would not be here today.” (General 
laughter.) “Then the over-protective parent, and those are 
by no means so obvious. Parents are too concerned with their 
children being average. All the best spastics make every effort , 
to explore the environment in which they live—I fell in the 
river when I was three! Another point is that most parents 
take the line of least resistance. The only way,” he insisted, 
“in which the spastic child can learn is by experimentation.” 


Discussions 

Following Dr. Firman’s talk were discussions and questions. 

People later chatted together at a bar at one end of the hall 
while others looked at the handicrafts which were on display 
and which at the end of the day raised £12 10s. 9d. 

After lunch the delegates re-assembled and Miss E. F. 
Townsend, the Senior Social Worker of the N.S.S. arrived 
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Chatting together before the conference started were (left to right): His Worship the 
Mayor of Peterborough, the Mayoress, Mrs. R. A: Fupp with her children Fulia and 
Timothy—Timmy had attended the Further Education Course at Colwall Court—Mr. 
Fupp, Dr. R. F. Firman and Mr. H. Knight. In the background is Miss E. Wilson, 
housemother at the Chesterfield Centre 


to speak on “The Family Aspects of Cerebral Palsy”. After- 
wards some lively discussions took place and members stood 
up and put their questions to the panel. Then followed in- 
formal comment and question time. 

Mr. Jupp closed the proceedings and thanked Mr. H. 
Knight and the Eastern Regional Committee for arranging 
this meeting and said its success was due to their efforts. 

The real closing of the conference was over tea and bis- 
cuits when members freely mixed with each other to chat 
and exchange views informally. 


Oxford Teachers and Therapists Course: Lecture Resumé No.8 


NEUROLOGY OF THE NEWBORN 
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a RHE brain of a newborn baby is relatively large; the 

weight of the adult’s brain is only five times as great, 
whereas other adult organs are about 20 times as heavy as 
the newborn baby’s. The increase in size of the brain is due 
to the development of supporting tissue, the insulation of 
nerve fibres (myelinization) and the growth of nerve cell 
processes (dendrites), but the nerve cells themselves are all 
present at birth and unlike skin, bone and liver cells, cannot 
be replaced if they are destroyed. Thus there can never be 
any cure of a cerebral. palsied child in the sense of restoring 
it to complete normality. However, when nerve cells are lost 
other nerve cells can to a certain extent take over their func- 
tion. This varies with the type of central nervous activity 
and the extent to which it can be influenced by training and 
treatment is uncertain. 


The behaviour of a newborn animal differs according to 
the environment into which it is born. Nest animals, such 
as the dog, cat and mouse are relatively immature at birth 
since it is not necessary for them to be able to see or walk. 
The newborn of herd animals, such as the cow and sheep, 
must be able to stand up and to follow their mothers soon 
after birth. Man is really a mother clinging animal like other 
primates, but in the course of evolution man has developed 
subcutaneous fat and lost his body hair, so that it is no 
longer possible for the newborn baby to cling onto his 
mother and instead he is held on in a cloth or basket or 
separated in a cot. 


The newborn baby has a large repertoire of activities; 
they may be divided into types of behaviour which are: 


1. Of obvious survival value to the baby; 
2. Of possible survival value before birth, and 
3. Of possible survival value to primitive ancestors. 


In the first group one can include the automatic turning 
of the head to one side when a baby is placed prone in its 
cot, sneezing, withdrawal of a limb from a painful stimulus 
and all the complex actions involved in feeding, crying when 
hungry “rooting” for the nipple, sucking the nipple into the 
back of the mouth, milking the breast, swallowing and, per- 
haps, smiling when replete. 


Behaviour of possible ontogenetic significance includes the 
walking reflex, which is clearly present in the newborn, which 
disappears after a few weeks, but which may help to cause 
the head to become engaged in the birth canal in late preg- 
nancy. 


Behaviour of possible phylogenetic significance includes the 
grasp reflex and the moro or embrace reflex, which is evoked 
by a sudden movement of the head on the trunk. These 
actions are clearly of survival value in the mother clinging 
monkey. (At the Conference behaviour of new born animals 
was illustrated by a film.) 

There are other examples in nature of mechanisms which 
have persisted, when the anatomical arrangements which give 
them purpose have disappeared in the course of evolution. 


Behaviour, that is to say responsiveness to external and 
internal stimuli, in the newborn baby appears to be mediated 
through relatively low levels of the central nervous system. 
The various activities are not simple reflexes, like the knee 
jerk, since they vary with the physiological state of the baby, 
wakefulness and hunger for instance. However, these “auto- 
matisms” seem to be largely independent of the existence 
of cerebral hemispheres. Rarely babies are born without all 
or the greater part of their cerebral hemispheres but with 
normally shaped heads (hydrancephaly) and the behaviour 
of these babies may appear to be quite normal in the first 
few days or even weeks of life. (A film was shown to illustrate 
this.) 


Even in the first few days of life one can usually see that 
a baby looks up into its mother’s face, especially during or 
after breast feeding, and will shift its gaze slightly, if the 
mother moves her head. But it is difficult to be certain that 
even this behaviour is dependent on the existence of cerebral 
hemispheres. 


The cerebral palsies result from defects of grey matter in 
the cortex or basal ganglia of the cerebral hemispheres, and, 
because the cerebral hemispheres play so little part in the 
activity of the newborn, it is understandable that cerebral 
palsies may be difficult or impossible to detect in early life. 
One cannot detect defects of “voluntary” movement or of the 
cerebral control of voluntary movement or posture before an 
age at which these activities start to appear. 


This does not mean that cerebral palsies can never be 
detected in earliest infancy, because damaged brain may 
exert an influence on lower nervous centres, which is not 
exerted by normal or absent brain. In particular this may 
lead to fits or to alterations in muscle tone. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 
A wider range this year 


SFASTICS who work at home have already got into 

the scheme of things as regards printing Christmas 
cards. In fact the first order for three dozen cards from 
a Wells, Somerset woman has just been received. This 
good lady is shortly returning to Persia after leave in this 
country. 


The Appeals Department, too, have their plans well 
advanced for the selection of the full range of cards. An 
even wider variety will be available this year to meet all 
tastes, including those of business houses and professional 
people. 
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HIS year the N.S.S. held their 

E.G.M. in Leeds. A small ballroom 
had been set aside in the Queen’s Hotel 
on Saturday, May 6th, and over 100 
people were present—delegates from 
groups all over the country, staff of the 
N.S.S., and the Executive Committee. 
In the foyer a fountain had been set 
up in which visitors and delegates were 
invited to throw coins. Contrary to gen- 
eral opinion this was not to raise money 
for the Society but really to show just 
what kind of collapsible fountain groups 
might like to have for public placing! 


The Lord Mayor of Leeds, Alderman 
Mrs. Lillian Hammond, J.P., welcomed 
the meeting to her city. “Leeds has al- 
ways been interested,” she proclaimed, 
“in giving aid to those who need help 
from a health point of view.” She felt 
that if donations from football pool 
members were used for such a worth- 
while cause then she would have a bob 
each way herself! “It is with real sin- 
cerity,” she concluded, “that I give a 
welcome to you here this morning and 
hope that more research will be carried 
out so that we can accomplish results 
during the early lives of spastic children.” 

Alderman F. Roberts, a member of 
the Executive Committee of the N.S.S., 
and chairman of the Crewe and District 
Spastics Society, replied to the address 
ot welcome. He said the Mayor had led 
a very full life in local government and 
it was very gratifying that she could spare 
some time to come along to the meeting. 

Following apologies for absence the 
minutes of the A.G.M. held on Octo- 
ber 22nd, 1960, were approved and 
adopted. 

The chairman, Mr. J. F. G. Emms, 
gave his report. He said that this was a 
new type of meeting where there were no 
resolutions but it was hoped that people 
present would take part in discussions. 
The reason for this was to obtain the re- 
action of the audience and in a similar 
way to find the reaction of the Executive 
Committee. 


New Developments 


He spoke of the new developments 
which the Society had in hand. 

1. There was Ingfield Manor, the 
E.S.N. school at Billingshurst, Sussex, 
which would be opened later this year. 

2. The proposed E.S.N. school for 
ineducable children at Meldreth Manor, 
Meldreth, Cambs., and although there 
might be many difficulties cropping up 
during the construction, until work was 
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started one could not hope to solve the 
problems. However, it was hoped to be 
ready in two years’ time. 

3. The sheltered workshop and hostel 
in Birmingham for 120 spastics, the plan- 
ning of which was in the sketch plan 
stage and was proceeding as hoped. 

4. The work centre and hostel at 
Harlow, for about 70 spastics. The plan- 
ning of this was in a very preliminary 
stage. 

5. Work was being carried out on 
the new grammar school at Starvecrow 
to replace the present Thomas Delarue 
School, which would ultimately become 
a Further Education Centre. It should 
be completed in 18 months’ time. 

As well as all this, work was continu- 
ing on every one of the existing schools, 
the object of which was: 

a. To increase the numbers 
could be accommodated, and 

b. To provide more comfortable and 
efficient accommodation to deal with the 
children. 

The Northern Region had been divi- 
ded into two; the North Eastern Region 
and the North Western Region (see page 
255): 


that 


Local Centres 


Mr. Emms said that there were over 
40 local centres in existence and a good 
many more in the various processes of 
planning. Leeds were to be congratulated 
because they had raised more money than 
expected so that they might not now need 
to take up the N.S.S. offer of a loan. 

Work had started on the special spas- 
tics’ unit at the Stanningley occupational 
centre at Stanningley, near Leeds, plans 
of which had been approved by the 
Ministry of Health and the Leeds Health 
Committee. The centre when completed 
would serve nearly 50 spastics. 

Mr. Emms went on to say that in 
some cases two or more groups were 
combining to make a centre, and where 
this was convenient this was a very 
good idea. He quoted the North Lincs. 
Centre (see Country Wide). 

It was stressed that groups must under- 
stand there often was a time lapse be- 
tween the Executive Committee allowing 
grants and the building of properties. 
There were therefore some very heavy 
commitments by the Society to the 
groups and one could not put aside the 
money whenever a loan was promised, 
therefore as long as groups gave enough 
notice of when the money would be 
needed and as long as all the centres were 
not going to be built on the same day, 
there would be sufficient to go out! Local 
groups must keep the N.S.S. informed 
of what was going on. 


In reflective mood, N.S.S. members on th 
Mr. }. A. Loring, Mr. W. A. Burn, Mr. A 
R. A. Fupp, Alderman F. Rober 


EXTRAORDINARY) 


Queen’: 


Three coins in the fountain and members 
to right): Mr. R. C. Cumplen, 


at the E.G.M. were (from left to right): 
Ur. 7. F. G. Emms, Dr. C. P. Stevens, Mr. 
. R. Morgan and Mr. E. Barnett 


ENERAL MEETING 


1, Leeds 


"S. who have just thrown them in are (left 
phaugh and Mr. F. Murray Milne 


The Chairman spoke about the pattern 
of provision that was emerging through 
the Society’s plans; a very set pattern 
where the N.S.S. provided all the resi- 
dential accommodation and the local 
societies provided the non-residential, 
with the help of a grant from H.Q. 

This then left the home and the home 


bound. 


Local Groups 


Mr. Emms said it was proposed to 
improve communications between the 
Head Office and the local groups. 


Employment Dept. 


The Employment Dept. continued to 
be busy and this year 49 spastics had 
been placed in employment and the SOth 
would be placed very shortly. The de- 
velopment of the out-workers’ scheme was 
continuing and some 60 people were 
doing home work. 


B.C.W.S. Amalgamation 


The first draft report of the working 
party had been sent to the lawyers and 
accountants and these would be forward- 
ed to the Executive Committees of the 
N.S.S. and the B.C.W.S. In societies 
such as these there were bound to be 
different opinions on certain recommen- 
dations. There must, therefore, be a 
certain amount of give and take. 


Under One Roof 


“The move to Park Crescent,” said 
Mr. Emms, “after a three-year search, 
is enabling the Society to bring under 
one roof all the staff from four build- 
ings.” Not a freehold property, it had a 
42 year lease, and sufficient space to ac- 
commodate the staff and allow for a 
reasonable amount of expansion in the 
next few years. From Kensington and 
Fitzroy Square we were going to a re- 
built Nash terrace. The use of this type 
of building was restricted to embassies, 
cultural and non-profit making organisa- 
tions, and for this reason the rent was 
a great deal cheaper than anything else 
that was seen. More staff had been en- 
gaged, which was a reflection of an in- 
crease in the activities, particularly in 
special departments which gave direct 
services to spastics. 


H.Q. Staff 

The Chairman spoke of Mr. F. C. 
Gray, who was already retired when he 
joined the N.S.S. as the chief accountant, 
and felt he would now like to take things 
a bit easier so had been appointed assis- 
tant to the treasurer. He applauded the 
great ability, integrity and devotion that 


Mr. Gray had shown in all his years of 
service to the N.S.S. No employer could 
hope for more. Mr. Emms wished Mr. 
Gray a happy partial retirement and was 
grateful that he would still be continuing 
to bring his great experience to the finan- 
cial side of the N.S.S. He thanked, too, 
Mr. J. S. McPherson for his good work 
in the accounts’ dept., and wished him 
continued success in his new position as 
chief accountant. 


S.0.S. 


Our very good friends the Stars’ Or- 
ganisation for Spastics had done ex- 
tremely well. The Stars’ Ball and the 
Saturday Spectacular were both very well 
received and so was the Record Star 
Show. 


Medical Research 


The Society’s programme was well 
up to schedule. 

Then, Mr. Emms said, “The meeting 
is now open for discussion.” 


Views 

What were the Society’s views on the 
1948 Local Assistance Act? It was 
possible that some of our work could be 
duplicated by it being put into effect 
by an authority. 

Miss Garwood replied that we tried to 
set a standard higher than had been set 
before, which we hoped the local author- 
ity would follow, but it was part of the 
centres’ object to set these standards so 
that the authority would take them up. 

In reply to a question by Bolton Mr. 
A. Moira described the difficulties 
to be faced in setting up the first centre 
for ineducable C.P. children. 

Northampton said they hoped to have 
a day centre, but could they not co- 
operate with the local authority? 

Mr. Moira said they could but would 
any group who was contacting their local 
authority please contact H.Q. so that the 
society would not themselves approach 
them. 

Coventry felt that the last remarks 
were a change of face from previous 
policies, because they had co-operated 
with the local authorities since 1948 and 
felt the Society was not in accord. 

Mrs. L. Stockdale of Sale, said that 
since 1953 they had been encouraged in 
every way by H.Q. always to co-operate 
with the local authority and due to that 
guidance had always written to Cheshire 
County Council and discussed develop- 
ments before proceeding. 


Three Talks 


Following the discussions three talks 
were given, the first The Place of Ac- 
(Continued on page 22) 
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The Day Centre of 


Oldham and District Spastics Society 


LDHAM and a secluded town, con- 

verted cotton mills and_ factory 
chimney stacks away from Manchester. 
The climb up the hill from the station 
leads through silent rows of grimy red- 
brick terraced houses, gardenless, the 
doors and front parlours hugging the 
Then ‘“Heathbank” itself, 
grimy red brick, but bigger, craggy and 


pavement. 


breathing on a hill the fresher air from 
its own garden and those of its formerly 


class conscious neighbours. 


Converted Nursery 


The history of “Heathbank” is rooted 
in the industrialisation of the town. Once 
part of the cotton mills’ estate of Lees 
and Wrigley, who had it converted into a 
nursery for the children of the female 
workers, it had passed into the hands of 
a Mre-L Hi Brown,). Pe nes tatter 


“HEATHBANK” 


gentleman not needing to utilise the 
nursery facilities of the converted house 
had the foresight and generosity to pass 
it over to the Oldham and District 
Spastics Society who at that time were 
in the process of planning their own 
treatment centre. Along with this hand- 
some gift went a small ambulance and 
the services of the handyman, Mr. John 
Huffer, whose working day takes care of 
ambulance driving, tending the large 
garden—almost all lawn and big enough 
for at least one tennis court—and does 
the jobs with the ability that a “do-it- 
yourself” enthusiast would envy. Indeed 
it seemed that Oldham Society’s prob- 
lems were practically over. But estab- 
lishing a centre is not the end of work. 

Running costs are somewhere in the 
region of £4,000 p.a. and the duties of 
matron, nurses, assistants, cook and 
cleaner are all required. All these posi- 
tions are paid and are well filled by Mrs. 
Alma Flint an S.E.A.N., who is assisted 
by Mrs. Florence Nicholson, Miss Eliza- 
beth MacAveary, Mrs. Mary Fairbrother, 
and Mrs. Ida Needham. 


Siesta time 
in the 
yellow and 
pink 
nursery 


Stepping into the centre from the back 
of the house, evidence can be seen of the 
Society’s thought and planning. The 
courtyard from the back door has been 
covered in and serves as a garage. A 
side ramp running round the side of the 
wall allows for wheel chairs’ easy pro- 
gress and the height, for simple access 
to the back door of the ambulance. 


“Heathbank” as had already been con- 
firmed, was converted from a nursery. So 
the Society found wash basins already 
fixed in every room, toilet facilities, bath- 
rooms and so on. There did, however, 
remain quite a number of adjustments to 
be made. Their pride and joy is the lift 
which makes the transport of the children 
to the physiotherapy room and gym on 
the first floor a simple feat. 


“JT Help Spastics ” 
There is a _ delightful 
| story attached to the pur- 
HELP chase of the lift. It tells 
of the children of Old- 
ham. These youngsters, 
mostly from working 
class or lower middle 
class families, felt the need of the 
spastic children pulling their heart- 
strings. From heartstrings to purse strings 
in their minds was not very far and, 
begging jumble from their parents and 
friends, they would set up stalls outside 
front doors selling their wares to the 
passers-by. 

At first small sums were raised and the 
children took their gains to the town hall, 
presenting them directly to the Mayor. 
Since there were a few badges left over 
from the Oldham centenary in the town 
hall the Mayor handed them round to 
the children. The news quickly spread 
to their playmates, and soon large num- 
bers of children were setting up stalls 
and going to the town hall (this is not a 
shaggy pied-piper story but quite true). 
More badges had to be made until natur- 
ally the Mayor felt that the queues of 
little children were somewhat disturbing 
the orderliness of his establishment, and 


SPASTICS 


suggested most tactfully that they should 
go straight to ““Heathbank”. Now it was 
the turn of the Management Committee 
to supply the children with badges, and 
after the manner of “I Like Ike” they 
had made little badges for “I Help 


Spastics.” To this day children still 
bring round sums of money to the centre, 
and during their holidays love to wander 
in. Over £1,000 has been raised. 


Income and How to Get it 


The main source of the Oldham in- 
come however, is selling Christmas cards. 
They buy them in bulk and voluntary 
workers help sort them into mixed 
batches for sale. On an average £500 
p.a. is made. Considerable contributions 
are also given from the Oldham Carnival 
Fund by the Round Table, proceeds 
from which are divided up between 20 
charities; and the Middleton Fair which 
is also a Round Table effort. One of 
the main events is the Spring Fayre, 
which is held in the town hall. Run by 
a committee of ladies there is a sale of 
work and the event proves very popular. 
The Flag Day is being adopted by works 
charity committees, Mothers’ Unions, 
and various groups from churches and 
Sunday schools, accounts for further 
sources of their income. Oldham en- 
courages its local people to visit “Heath- 
bank”, so that they may see what can be 
done. In summer, an Open Day is held 
in the garden, on similar lines to the 
Spring Fayre. This too attracts an en- 
thusiastic gathering, as well as the civic 
heads of County Districts. 


Transport, Treatment and Play 


Because the children have to be picked 
up from quite a wide radius, the am- 


The lawns at the back 
of “Heathbank’ pro- 
vide ample romping 
space 


bulance driver, Mr. Uffer, at the moment 
is almost doing a “milk round.” Old- 
ham is hoping to replace their present 
ambulance and buy a second one. In a 
few cases the local authority provides 
ambulance transport. 


“Heathbank”’ serves five local authori- 
ties and is registered as a nursery. They 
can take up to 20 children a day, but 
lack of funds prevents them taking more 
than an average of 11 to 12 children 
daily, plus four adults, two of whom 
come daily and two twice weekly. 


Most of the young people’s day is 
taken up with play therapy and train- 
ing. The physiotherapist, Mr. John 
Beetson, comes four mornings a week. A 


Your editor, Margaret Gill, chats 
with Miss foyce Greenwood, one 
of the older clinic members. In 
the background can be seen 
matron, Mrs. Alma Flint 


speech therapist is needed badly but the 
Society feel that they cannot offer any 
great attraction for young girls. The 
Hon. Medical Officer is Dr. Joyce 
Cooper, who comes weekly. 


After lunch, which is cooked. on the 
premises the children are put down for 
a nap in their light bright rest room, 
which has yellow and pink cots. Next 
to the rest room is the adults’ study. Here 
they can sit and type or read, or do other 
exercises in a room almost like a con- 
servatory, a huge glass window covers 
the whole of one wall, and looks out on 
to the garden, taking advantage of all the 
sunlight. 


Film shows are given once a month 
from the Variety Club of Gt. Britain. 
The Manchester branch of this club 
which gives free shows to underprivileged 
children was started last year under the 
management of Mr. Hauxwell of 5 Shir- 
ley Avenue, Audenshaw, Manchester. 


Mr. J. Higgins is the Hon. Secretary 
and through his efforts and experience 
as a house parent working among handi- 
capped people, some of the excellent 
innovations in the house were brought 
about. 


Oldham authorities do very much for 
their children and adults by placing them 
in various centres, which include those 
for mentally handicapped, physically 


handicapped, deaf or sightless and for 
the adults in occupational and _ social 
clubs run by voluntary bodies. ‘“Heath- 
bank” makes sure there is no gap in 
this intensive coverage. 


WOMEN IN MIND 


between 


ties 

England and “down under” have al- 
ways been strong. New Zealand sends 
us a great deal of her produce and the 
inhabitants from those two temperate 


OMMONWEALTH 


islands east of Australia, often come 
back to see the mother country. 


One such visitor was Mary Irving who 
came to England when she was 37. But 
it was not just as a sightseer that this 
young woman travelled across the thous- 
ands of miles—it was in the hope of 
training to become a nurse. Mary was 
spastic and her intention was to return 
to New Zealand to help other spastics in 
her country and to prove that people 
like herself could lead normal lives. 


Mary had never been sent to school 
and was unable to talk until she was 
19 years’ old. At that age she felt that 
it was time she took herself in hand and 
set about learning to walk and to talk 
by listening to the radio and practising 
the sounds and words she heard. As the 
radio announcer had no accent it has 
often been remarked that Mary does not 
sound at all like a New Zealander. 

The long task of self-education began 


MARY IRVING 


—A NEW ZEALANDER 


and she asked the school authorities for 
some tuition. Soon, with the School 
Certificate behind her Mary looked for 
work and after some difficulties was em- 
ployed in a chocolate factory. Realising 
that in order to stand on her own she 
must become independent of home and 
relatives, she obtained a post as a ward 
maid in a fever hospital. 

There was another hurdle, however. 
Her hands gave trouble and eating in 
public was a real problem. Mary knew 
she must face it. Like a man learning to 
swim might throw himself into the deep 
end of a pool, Mary went to stay at a 
hotel for a short while. Manfully over- 
coming her shyness she was introduced to 
other guests by the manageress and she 
sat down to her first meal with 60 
strangers. A few days of this soon cured 
her feelings of trepidation. 

At the fever hospital one of the doctors 
noticed her and he and the matron en- 
couraged Mary to become a nurses aide. 
After passing the State Examination for 
Nurses Aides she left for England. 

A National Toc H official tried hard to 
get Mary into hospital for training, but 
she was only able to get domestic work 
in a school for spastics. However, Mary 


FURTHER EDUCATION COURSE — 


Two of the girls are now working in 
normal jobs. 

Two of the boys will be starting work 
very shortly. 

Local openings in industrial and com- 
mercial work are being sought for another 
girl and two more boys. 

One girl hopes to take an advanced 
course in commercial training. 

A more severely handicapped boy has 
been accepted for residential sheltered 
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Encouraging Results 
workshop, and another is being consider- 
ed for this workshop. 

Three boys and one girl are under 
consideration for Sherrards Training 
Centre. 

One of the more severely handicapped 
girls attends a local group work centre. 

Another should be suitable for the 
Birmingham sheltered workshop. 

One girl who has no home will be 
entering a residential work centre. 


After tea Mary pushes away trolley of patients’ cups 


accepted with a good grace and taught 
herself to type while the organiser wrote 
to the Chief Nursing Officer of the Min- 
istry of Labour asking if help could be 
given to Mary to obtain a vacancy for 
training. 

Then began a long period of sub- 
missions to hospitals and interviews and 
it seemed as if no one would give this 
brave and courageous woman a chance. 
Most of the employing authorities were 
afraid Mary would be unable to lift 
patients, but she assured them that if the 
patients would have confidence in her 
there was nothing that she could not do. 

At long last, a matron agreed to 
employ our New Zealander as a nursing 
auxiliary to assess her practical ability 
and educational standard, in the hope 
of her eventually taking training for the 
British Tuberculosis Association Certifi- 
cate. For over two years Mary has given 
excellent service as a nursing auxiliary. 
She has not managed to take a nurse’s 
training—only because of her lack of 
basic education—but she has achieved 
much in skill and happiness. 


Mary Irvine has now returned to New 
Zealand happy and confident in her 


abilities. (Edited from ‘‘Nursing Mirror’’). 


One boy is doing Tickopres operating 
at home until training in this work can 
be arranged for him. 

Another has returned home to his 
local occupational centre. 

Candidates are now being selected for 
the second six months course which will 
be held at Colwall Court and will start 
in the autumn. 


(Report on page 18 ) 


| Lacan 


Rodney House on the Opening Day 


showing the marquee ready for the guests. The conservatory effect of the raised roof allows for 
maximum light into the large main hall below. The other offices are grouped round the hall on 
three sides, leaving a space in the fourth for the entrance 


Ropnegy House— 


PROIN had begun to pour when people from Manchester 

and surrounding districts trooped into Slade Lane, 
Burnage, Manchester, for the official opening of Rodney 
House. The ceremony itself was held in the grounds in a 
_ huge marquee, and people took their seats to the strains of 
piped music. 


Although it had been open since this time last year, Satur- 
day, April 22nd, was the official day when Rodney House 
was to be opened by Lady James of Rusholme, and blessed 
by the Very Rev. H. A. Jones, Dean of Manchester. 


Much Effort and Energy 

Dr. Sylvia K. Guthrie, who is the president of Manchester 
and District Spastics Society opened the proceedings. She 
said, ‘““Today marks the culmination of nearly five years of 
planning and decisions and we all feel proud that the day has 
come when the nursery clinic can be formally opened. Man- 
chester and District Spastics Society has put a great deal of 
thought, time, energy and high finance into this nursery and 
without the Society this would not have been possible. 

Lady James in her address said she had always been in- 
terested in the social problems and in the health of the 
community. “It is with feelings of great pride,” she said, 
“and with very great humility that I come here today to 
represent the general public in opening this wonderful nursery. 

Envisaged in 1954, £32,000 was needed to equip the centre. 
Lady James had visited the clinic when the children were in 
session, and had been most impressed with their handling by 
the therapists and staff, under the supervision of Mrs. 
Sanderson. 


Co-operation with State Services 


She spoke of the wonderful way in which voluntary work 
in this country co-operated with the state services. ‘This 
always amazes the Americans,” she said, proudly, “but in 
England it is taken as a matter of course.” 

Sir Harry Platt gave a vote of thanks to Lady James, 
. which was followed by an address by Dr. C. P. Stevens. 
Alderman Mrs. Eveline Hill, M.P., seconded the Director’s 


The Official Opening 


appreciation. She stressed that parents of a new born child 
should be grateful that it arrives perfect and not bother so 
much about its sex. Mr. T. C. Gray, chairman of the Man- 
chester and District Spastics Society replied. 

After the talks the platform party crossed in the pouring 
rain to Rodney House, and Lady James put a golden key into 
the door. Later the assembled gathering looked over the 
pride of the Manchester Society and partook of the very 
generous tea that was set out in the wide main hall. Rodney 
House is well built on one floor, in the modern manner, with 
a large open play area. Physio and speech therapy rooms, 
classrooms and various other offices are planned around this 
area. A large kitchen provides meals. 


Assessment Clinic for Under 5’s 

Solely for the under 5’s it is to be used as an assessment 
clinic after which the children will be directed into the various 
streams where their abilities may be properly developed. 
Those who are not able to go to any of the N.S.S. schools 
or to other treatment centres will go to the five surrounding 
N.S.S. local group centres, e.g., Sale, Stockport, Oldham, 
Urmston and Salford. 

Dr. M. Griffiths was very emphatic about the importance 
of the proper treatment for the child under five. She is on 
the technical assessment panel together with Dr. S. K. 
Guthrie, Mrs. Sanderson, and Mrs. Holroyd, inspector for 
special schools for the Manchester Education Committee. 

Rodney House is open five days a week, and has a school 
teacher, a nursery nurse, three nursery assistants, three domes- 
tics and a caretaker. Two physiotherapists come every day 
and a speech therapist for two sessions a week. 


Rodney Marks 

An official opening of Rodney House can not be reported 
without speaking of Rodney Marks after whom this centre 
is named. The late chairman of the Manchester & District 
Spastics Society, chairman of the Northern Region and a 
member of the N.S.S. Executive Committee, he was a mar- 
vellous personality. His passing was a great loss to the area. 

Rodney House is a fine tribute to a fine man. 
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EMPLOYMENT CORNER 


The Employment Department is pleased to announce the 
following young people have been successful in finding a 
niche for themselves: 


David Flack, of Maldon, Essex, having completed his 
training at Sherrards’ has now obtained employment 
as a capstan operator. 


Philip Gray, of Middlesbrough, has started work with a 
local engineering firm. 


Elaine Haigh, of Bradford, after a course in Tickopres 
training, is now working as a Tickopres operator with 
a Bradford firm. 


Edward Hemmings, of Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, 
has found a situation with a well-known local company. 


David Jackson, of the Isle of Man, after training at 
Sherrards’, has been accepted in employment in an 
engineering works. | 

David Little, who originally hailed from Scotland, and who 
worked for us at N.S.S. Headquarters for some time, 
as a messenger, went for a period of training to 
Sherrards’ and is now engaged as a capstan operator 
with an Acton firm. 


Vivienne Matthews, of Hampshire, after completing the 
Further Education Course at Colwall Court, has com- 
menced work as an assistant in the kitchen of a nearby 
sanatorium. 


Joan Rogers, of Swindon, who attended an Assessment 
Course at the Arundel Hotel at Westcliffe-on-Sea, is 
now happily engaged in the assembly department of a 
Swindon company. 


FURTHER EDUCATION 
COURSE I 


Colwall Court; Oct.—March 


Nee that we have all had an opportunity of looking 
back on this pioneer course, there is no doubt that it was 
an experience that the 19 young people who attended 
thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated. From the employment 
angle this six months has undoubtedly helped many of them 
along the road to adulthood, and the results of the course 
have, in most cases, exceeded our expectations. 

A number of these boys and girls had never been away 
from home before, and this in itself was a great experience for 
them. Most had only just left school and nearly all were 
shy, awkward and lacking in confidence—by the end of the 
course many of them were almost unrecognisable! The girls 
had blossomed out and were now distinctive young ladies and 
many of the boys could take responsibility and had a better 
idea of their own capabilities and limitations. 

The daily programme included further educational classes 
in the three Rs—with a distinctly utilitarian bias—a variety 
of practical work (and the students even earned some money 
for the Society with one job), discussions, talks from local 
people, visits to factories and places of local interest, theatres, 
cinemas and Expresso bars. The whole curriculum was de- 
signed to help these young people to fill in any gaps in their 
basic education, to try them out on different types of practical 
work and this would at the same time improve their manual 
dexterity, to give them a broader knowledge of the world, . 
and to make them as physically independent and socially 
acceptable as possible. 

We are most grateful to Mrs. Jackson, the Warden of this 
course, Mr. Whitney from Thomas Delarue School, and all 
the other members of staff who worked so hard with the 
students. 

M. R. MorGAN, Employment Officer. 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE No. 13 


a 0 0 seeeeee 
ASoccen 2 8 8 
. 8 8 2588888 
Zoos 2 2 8 
a6 8 2ER0e8 
Zn 2 2 
S08 8 ween 
ne 2 2 
Sf 8 aaneeeee 
FC eee 
SE 8 @neeenne 
"CC CeCe ace 
5 8 25080008 


ACROSS 
4. A wonderful bird! 7. 
8. Exit—any suggestion of stuffiness no doubt. 7. 
9. Assuredly no back-biter! 
10. They are usually canine in Arab invective. 7. 
11. The flank of a soccer infringement. 7. 
12. The war of the lamp so to speak. 7. 
13. A wizard occupation indeed. /7. 
17. A split in the fabric of the Church? 6. 
21. Quite unlike Jason and his crew. 8. 
22. Doubtless the vehicle is as it does. 6. 
23. One Belch made a fool of him. 8. fb 
24. Coiled perhaps but far too tame to spring. 6. 
25. Estimate anew in the matter of a lady donkey? 8. 


WN 
1. Agreements to abolish shiny noses maybe. 8. 
Ze, RISCESPan tS: 
3. Sinks—or possibly those who established them. 8. 
4. Here men of conviction gain “inside” information. 7. 
5. Yet he proved no match for Michael. 
6. Elastic as an old Spanish kingdom. 7. 
7. Herein rhyme is plentiful and reason scarce. 7. 
14. She perished for love of a great Dane. 
ee I have seen 

A... child, who dwelt upon a tract”—Wordsworth. 7. 
16. Isis ran scattering the fruit. 7. 
18. Master of the hellhound, Cerberus. 6. 
19. “There eke the soft delights that witchingly 

. . . a wanton sweetness through the breast’”—James 

Thomson. 6. 

20. One of the more discreet hams? 6. 


1930. Dora sits in 
the garden with her 
mother 


CHAPTER XII 


WE had a very busy time preparing for admission to the 

new hospital. The vicar had succeeded in getting a 
grant for me which left only 10s. a week for mother to pay. 
Father, however, was against all this as I appeared to be 
getting on so well and said that there had never been a cure 
for people like myself and never would be. Mother and I 
were determined to try and her view was that unless she left 
no stone unturned she would not die happily. 

It was a Monday morning when I said “goodbye” to the 
family with a happy heart, feeling at the time that I should 
return much better and then—woe betide them! 

The visiting days were Wednesdays and Sundays and 
mother promised to come whenever she could. Naturally I 
wanted every moment she had to spare. 

My ward was a beautifully furnished room and all the 
patients looked very happy and comfortable sitting in their 
armchairs. 

Ten days passed by and I had no treatment or examina- 
tions. 

A new doctor was expected, who was coming to examine 
me and I was very excited. One of the patients, Margery, 
with whom I had made good friends, was sure they could do 
something for me. 

At last they arrived. The dark-haired doctor and two tall 
fair men, father and son. Sitting down they talked to me 
about everything except my affliction. Although I enjoyed 
their company after a while I became impatient and asked, 
“How about seeing if you can cure me?” 

They started to examine me, asking all kinds of questions 
and whispered amongst themselves. Then I caught the 
word “spastic” and my heart sank as I had heard many 
times before that there was no cure. When they had finished 
I looked up and said, “You can help me can’t you doctors?” 
All three smiled and alleged, “We will if we can.” After they 
left nurse came to help me dress. “I know they can’t do me 
any good,” I said sadly, “I can feel it. I heard the word 
spastic, so I am doomed.” ‘“ Umph!” replied nurse, “‘ Come 
and have some tea and don’t talk nonsense.” 

I stayed at the hospital for another fortnight seeing various 
doctors, until one Saturday morning a very stern looking one 
came in. He gave one look at me and blurted out, “Spastic, 
fancy bringing them here, you know there is no cure,” and 
marched furiously from the room. I sat in my chair feeling 
that I had been stabbed with a knife, “Was I always to be 
branded with that horrible word spastic? What was my life 
going to be worth?” 


Part 4 


I CAN MANAGE 


by Dora Howell 


Burying my head in my hands too hurt to weep, I let the 
nurse comfort me. “Why did they build up my hopes?” I 
cried. 

“Well, doctors don’t know everything,” she said kindly, 
“but I know you will get through, you have the right spirit.” 
“T have no spirit left,” I answered dejectedly. “Rubbish, you 
must pull yourself together for the sake of that wonderful 
mother of yours.” 

The next day mother came to take me home. “Aren’t you 
delighted you are going home Dora?” said the nurse. I 
replied miserably, “What is there to be delighted about, being 
turned out as a hopeless case?” 

All the way home mother tried to cheer me up by saying 
she had lots of surprises for me, but I couldn’t even smile 
or take any interest. In the ’bus, I felt that everybody was 
watching me, a sensation I had never had before. Why 
was everybody else so happy and I so miserable? We sat 
in the corner, mother’s arm was round me and I looked into 
her face. Her eyes, that usually held a smile, were tearful. I 
gave her a squeeze, “Mother, you can’t help it, but I can’t be 
happy yet, we can only pray if God will hear.” 

When we arrived home all the family were assembled 
and flowers and presents and sweets for me were everywhere. 
A pretty new blue frock mother had made especially for my 
homecoming was hanging over a chair. I looked round and 
announced, “Enter, the spastic who can’t be cured.” Nobody 
answered. Hilda came forward and said, “ Look darling, you 
will look lovely in this,” holding the new frock up against 
herself. It was cornflower blue georgette with short sleeves 
and beautifully made by mother. Normally, I should have 
been delighted with such a wonderful gift but all I could say 
was, “It’s too good for me, Hilda can have it.” Mother’s face 
was a picture of dismay and she took the dress away. 

“Come on children,” Nellie said, “have some tea,” and that 
dear family replied, “Thank God, that chair is not empty 
tonight.” I in my depression blurted out, “No, you still have 
the poor spastic to feed.” That day we ate a silent meal. 


CHAPTER XIII 


Hos weeks I was moody, refusing to eat or go out, making 

everybody as unhappy as myself. Until one particular 
evening after refusing my dinner, Reggie said that he would 
take me out, “No, I don’t want to go anywhere,” I sulked. 
Nellie was irritable, “Oh, for God’s sake pull yourself to- 
gether Dora.” I continued in the same vein, “It’s all very 
well for you to talk, you can go to theatres and parties and 
you hope to get married. What sympathy can you have for 
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me?” Harry joined in saying, “We've a lot of sympathy for 
you but you won’t let us help. You're driving us up the pole. 
Kitty (Harry’s fiancée) was coming round tonight but I shall 
go and stop her. We don’t want to sit here being miserable 
with you.” Nellie and Reggie chimed in, “We're going out 
too, we’re fed up with the miseries. Mother, why don’t you 
come with us?” Mother turned to me, “Will you come with 
me to the pictures darling, daddy is in bed, he is overtired.” 
“No,” I said. “I don’t want to go anywhere, go out and 
enjoy yourself. Who cares?” 


They all got up from the table at once. There was a 
lot of running about and the front door slammed. “Do come 
out with me,” persuaded mother. “No, leave me alone, go 
away,” I said. “Dora,” she took me by the shoulder, “T really 
am downright ashamed of you, Don’t you think I have done 
my best for you and I have my own punishment—your 
father refuses to speak to me. He blames me. Can’t you try 
to help me?” “No, go away,” I insisted. She looked at me 
very crossly. “All right I will you miserable girl.” “Miser- 
able,” I said, “Aren’t you all miserable, especially you, miser- 
able old woman.” She looked at me astounded and didn’t 
say a word and the next moment I heard the door shut and I 
was alone. 


What had I done? What had I said? To the mother I 
loved so dearly? I couldn’t cry, my eyes were burning with 
sorrow. 


Dora and a be- 
loved sister from 
Rivermead Hos- 
pital, 1957 


I got up and walked to the sitting room. I could see to 
the top of the road but mother was not in sight. I sat by the 
window and listened to happy people passing to and fro. 
I wondered what it felt like to be in love. I had no idea but 
I had seen my younger sister coming in with starry eyes, 
even hugging her pillow. Ah well, it won’t happen to me 
anyway I thought. 


I walked back into the room feeling like Cinderella as I 
sat by the fire. My dog put his paw on my lap and looked 
with real understanding into my face. As I bent down to 
kiss him the tears began to fall and how long I sat there I 
do not know, but the fire had burnt right out. 
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There was a sound at the door and looking up to my 
delight I saw mother peeping round. “Mother darling, quickly 
come to me,” I implored. Happily she came over and I 
hugged her tightly, “Mother, please forgive me, please.” 
“Of course, I will darling, I understand it all.” I clung to 
her and cried as I had never cried before until she said, 
“Hush, my dear, I’ve brought fish and chips for dinner and 
you’re going to eat it.” In a few minutes we had the kettle on 
and were chatting away like old times. Next moment daddy 
was standing at the door in his dressing gown. We both went 
over and put our arms round him. “It’s all right daddy, it’s 
all over now. I’ve been a misery, but I’m going to buck up 
and make up for it all.” 

The others came back and all was well. 

That night in bed I enquired, “What is love like Nellie?” 
“Well,” she replied, “I feel that Bert is the only man in the 
world for me.” “The only thing I regret,” I mused, “is that 
I shall not have babies.” “Bless your heart, there’s plenty 
of time for you to find both. If not, you can share mine. That 
is babies, mot Bert.” With that Nellie bid me “goodnight” 
and I was left alone with my thoughts. 


CHAPTER XIV 


ROM that time on my courage was revived, although 

there were times when I compared myself unfavourably 
with other people. 

I had begun to walk completely on my own. One morning 
I told mother I was going for a walk promising to be back 
for lunch but that I must get my hair cut. Mother looked 
astonished at my intention of going into a shop alone, but 
understanding as ever, she kissed me and waved me off. 

When I arrived at the hairdressers, the man who had always 
attended to me exclaimed, “What! all alone?” I laughed, 
“Ssh, I want an Eton crop.” “What will mother say?” he 
asked. “Never mind,” I said, “do as J say.” “Oh well, it’s 
your funeral not mine, but I must say I think it will suit you, 
especially with the suit you’re wearing.” I was wearing a 
tailored tweed brown check costume, thick brogue shoes, 
woollen check stockings, thick gloves and I held myself 
proudly erect. I sat in the chair and soon my hair fell to 
the ground. Plucking up enough courage to look in the mirror 
I was delighted to see how nice was the effect. “There, Miss 
Howell you really look charming,” he said grinning. “How 
much is it?” I asked, afraid of the cost. “This is my present 
to you for your pluck,” he remarked. I thanked him humbly. 
On the way out he said, “I hope that mother won’t come 
along to bully me.” 


As I walked along the road, I felt carefree and just as 
good as the others. There was three shillings and sixpence in 
my purse. Now, what could I do next? It was a beautiful 
morning and a bus stopped quite near me. It was going to 
Victoria. Should I get on and go for a two-penny ride? Yes 
I would. The conductor took my money out of my purse and 


‘off we went. Nobody seemed to look at me strangely. I 


pinched myself to see if I was really on a bus or dreaming. 


At Victoria I walked round shop gazing and then espied 
a hat I liked. Priced 1s. it was a robinhood hat with a saucy 
feather at the side. I thought, “That’s just the thing for me.” 
So in I went. It suited me beautifully. 

When I arrived outside the hat on my head I felt perfect. 
“J’ll go into Lyons and have a nice cup of tea,” I thought. 
After I’d ordered my tea and a bun, I suddenly thought, 
“Dora you’re mad, you can’t hold a cup.” So when the 
waitress came I told her I would only have the bun as I 


couldn’t hold a cup. She smiled sweetly and said, “I think 
I could do that for you couldn’t 1?” We were having a good 
laugh about my morning adventures when a gentleman came 
and sat opposite. My heart gave a jump. It was a gentleman 
from the Hippodrome near my home whom I had met and 
secretly admired for a long time. Seeing me he looked sur- 
prised, “Where did you spring from?” “Off a bus,” I said 
very proudly, “you see I’m growing up now.” You look 
wickeder than ever,” he grinned. We began to talk and I 
made him laugh about my hat. He remarked, “You women 
would like a new hat every week, wouldn’t you?” Meanwhile 
he was eating a meal and when he had finished he took out 
a cigarette and lit it. I said impertinently, “Aren’t you going 
to offer me one?” “Really,” he said, “I thought you were 
different to other girls.” “I am,” I replied, “I have bandy 
legs.” Gallantly he said, “I ignore that remark. Your hat 
and hair look very smart,” and gave me a lighted cigarette. 

I was thoroughly enjoying myself and was sorry when it 
was time to go. My charming escort insisted on taking me 
to the bus and as he helped me in to the seat he gave my 
hand a little squeeze and hoped he would see me again. I 
felt very happy and so absorbed in thought that when the 
conductor asked for my fare, in my agitation I spilt my money 
all over the floor. “Goodness, young lady you must be in 
love,” said the conductor. “In love,” I thought, “I wonder. 
I’m just a silly girl having day dreams.” 

On my return home mother of course was anxious about 
my welfare but I hugged her to me and told her everything. 
“Mother dear, I’m so happy,” I said. She held me at a 
distance, ““You’re a very brave girl,” she said, “but don’t let 
that little heart get too far away, you may get hurt.” 

“T know dear, but let the sunshine come, if it pours later 
on, it won’t matter.” 


CHAPTER XV 


4 ak next morning there was a letter from Guy’s Hospital 
asking me to go and see my old doctor. When he saw 
me he ordered a surgical belt for my spine as this would help 
with walking. He was very pleased with my progress and 
said I had the courage to overcome my disability. From that 
interview I seemed to progress more every day. 

I didn’t see the special friend for many weeks. Then we 
had a personal tragedy. My young brother, Reggie, intended 
to go to Australia, but father was most upset about this. The 
next morning, after Reggie’s farewell party, he collapsed and 
was bed-ridden for two years. Gradually he grew weak until 
mother was compelled to let him go into hospital, as her 
own strength was failing. 

One Sunday morning I went to see him. Looking very weak 
and ill he smiled up at me and pleaded, “Be good to mother, 
she has always been a sweetheart to me Dora. You’ve been 
a lot of trouble my girl, but you’re worth it and you always 
will be.” 

He sank back in his pillow and that was the last I saw of 
him. That afternoon at four o’clock my father passed away. 

For eight long months mother was ill with shock and over- 
work. As we were the only two left at home we clung to each 
other. Nellie had been married now for two years and was 
expecting a baby. 

When it was born I had the honour of naming him. 
Kenneth Charles, my third nephew, grew into a lovely curly- 
haired boy, and I often went over to play with him. 

Time rolled along pleasantly for a while, then mother 
had another relapse. Her nerves were so bad that she had 
to go into hospital for a rest. I felt terribly unhappy as I 


Dora at a garden party with her friends, 1955 


should be left entirely alone but Nellie suggested reluctantly 
that I should go to her for a time, pointing out that the others 
should take their turn. 

At that time I met a girl called Vi at a spiritualist meeting. 
She was out of work and took me frequently to see my 
mother, who was very unhappy in hospital and worrying 
about my welfare. 

Vi decided to come and live with us as she had no work 
to do and my brother, Harry, jumped at the suggestion as 
it relieved him of his responsibility. 

Mother was discharged the following Monday and my joy 
was unbounded. 

Vi had a fiancé, Billy, who was a postman, but her parents 
did not approve. But my home was hers as far as I was 
concerned. 

Mother progressed rapidly and Vi and Billy continued to 
help us domestically when they could. There was a strong 
friendship between us. I nicknamed us the B.V.D. trio like 
the current brand of cigarettes. 

They took me to see a play at the Hippodrome and I saw 
my dream man once again. He came over to speak to me 
complaining that I had neglected him of late. To this I 
remarked, “Well, I thought it was the gentleman’s business 
to make advances not the lady’s.” He replied, “Since you’ve 
asked for it, I’ll make a date for next week.” “You'd better 
hurry up,” I retorted, “dates are going on points. They’re 
scarce now war is coming.” He reiterated, “Right, I'll see 
you after this show.” I gave a deep sigh and said to Vi, 
“Isn’t he lovely?” Unfortunately Billy gave me a cigarette 
and almost immediately my voice disappeared completely. 
Although he teased me saying, “Love has taken her voice 
away,” he insisted on taking me home. So my poor dream 
man who was waiting at the door concluded that I was very 
ill and told: Vi he would be calling to see me the next day. 
I had a severe attack of laryngitis lasting for three months 
because I tried to talk when I should not have done. 

When I could hardly whisper my brothers teased me by 
saying, “Don’t shout.” Later on when my voice did come 
back I found I was shouting. Billy joined in the fun and 
thoroughly enjoyed our family life. With God’s help mother 
completely recovered and the time was happy for all of us, 
until war with all its horrors spoilt the picture. 


(To be continued ) 
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Group Alterations 


New Officials: 


COVENTRY & DISTRICT SPASTICS 
SOCIETY 

Chairman: 

MRS. B. HERITAGE, 

32 Brownshill Green Road, 

Coventry, Worcs. 

Tel: KEResley 2032. 


Secretary: 
A. J. HERITAGE, ESQ., 
Same Address as above. 


MAIDENHEAD FRIENDS OF 
SPASTICS SOCIETY 
Chairman: 
CLLR. W. REBETTES, 
Kingfisher House, 
Avenue Road, 
Maidenhead, Berks. 


Secretary: 

MRS. E. M. BRIANT, 
The Elbury, 

Ray Park Avenue, 
Maidenhead. 

Tel: MAIdenhead 1552. 


Change of Address: 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
Chairman: 
D. G. L. BEAN, ESQ., 
Seymour House, 
Montague Road, 
Berkhamsted, 
Herts. 


SOUTHEND & DISTRICT 
Secretary: 
MRS. H. EVANS, 
“Coniston”, 
24 Mayfield Avenue, 
Prittlewell, 
Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex. 
Tel: SOUthend 47090. 


No other medicine 


relieves Flu symptoms faster 


than ASPRO 


A Nicholas 
Product 


E.G.M. (continued from page 13) 


counts in the Affairs of Local Groups, 
by Mr. J. A. Loring, treasurer to the 
N.S.S.; Development of Direct Assist- 
ance to Parents of Spastics by Miss Jean 
Garwood, chairman of the Projects Com- 
mittee; The Employment of Spastics in 
Local Work Centres by Miss M. R. 
Morgan, employment officer. 

The talks provoked a lively discussion, 
and the detail seems to be so interest- 
ing that is is proposed to reproduce them 
in booklet form in the July issue of 
SPASTICS NEWS. 
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In Conclusion 


In his closing remarks Mr. Emms said 
that the talks and discussions had been a 
very good experiment and if it had done 
nothing else it had brought home to the 
members the sort of problems that faced 
the Executive Committee. When all the 
talking was done the Executive had to 
come to a decision and group members 
must now realise the difficulty in coming 
to a quick decision, and appreciate what 
had to be faced. “I hope,” concluded 
the Chairman, “that now we can have an 
even bigger sense of co-operation.” 


Mr. J. W. Crosby, member for Leeds 
and District Spastics Society stood up 
to give a vote of thanks. He paid tribute 
to the Regional Officers and said that the 
gospel was being well spread by them 
and gave his thanks to the Executive 
Committee. He encouraged members to 
pass SPASTICS NEws to their friends. 


Visit to Hawksworth 


In the afternoon delegates visited 
Hawksworth Hall, where they were 
warmly welcomed by Mr. J. D. Johnson 
and staff. 


Chief Regional Officer 
(A. M. Frank, M.C., M.A., 28 Fitzroy 
Square, London, W.1) 

Eastern Region 

(Harry G. Knight, 58 Park Road, 

Peterborough, 

Northants. Tel: Peterborough 67045) 
Chesterfield and District Spastics Society 
Corby and District Branch 
Derby and District Branch of NSS 
Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Friends 

of Spastics Society 
Ipswich and East Suffolk Spastics Society 
Leicester and Leicestershire Spastics 

Society 
Lincoln Branch 
Mansfield and District Friends of Spastics 

Group 
Norfolk and Norwich Spastic Association 
Northampton and County Branch 
Nottingham Friends of Spastics Group 

(Sub-Committee of Nottingham District 

Cripples Guild) 

Peterborough and District Group 
Scunthorpe and District Spastic Society 
Stamford Branch 


Midland Region 
(Officer to be appointed in 1961) 
Cannock Chase Spastic Association 
Coventry and District Spastics Society 
Dudley and District Spastic Group 
_ Ludlow and District Spastics Society 
North Staffordshire Spastic Association 
Shrewsbury and District Spastics Group 
Stafford and District Spastics Association 
Worcester and District Branch 


North Eastern Region 
(Roland 7. F. Whyte, N.S.S. Trevelyan 
Chambers, 7 Boar Lane, Leeds, 1. Tel: 
Leeds 33933) 

Barnsley and District Association 

Bradford and District Branch 

Burnley Area and Rossendale Spastics 
Society 

Castleford and District Spastics Com- 
mittee 

Darlington and District Spastics Society 

Dewsbury and District Spastics Society 

Goole and District Spastics Association 

Halifax and District Spastic Group 

Hull Group, The Friends of the Spastics 
Society in Hull and District 

Leeds and District Spastics Society 

Pontefract and District Spastics Society 

Rawmarsh and Parkgate Spastics Society 

Sheffield and District Spastics Society 

Sunderland and District Spastics Society 

Tees-side Parents and Friends of Spastics 

York and District Spastics Group 


North Western Region 


(Thos. T. F. Keighley, 42 Goldsworthy 
Road, Flixton, Urmston, Manchester) 


N.S.S. Regions 


Disposition of the Groups 
Birkenhead Spastic Children’s Society 
Blackburn and District Group 
Blackpool and Fylde Spastic Group 
Bollington, Macclesfield & District Group 
Bolton and District Group 
Chester and District Spastics Association 
Crewe and District Spastics Society 
Crosby and District Spastics Society 
Cumberland, Westmorland and Furness 
Spastics Society 

Furness and District Spastic and Handi- 
capped Children’s Society 

Lancaster, Morecambe and District Group 

Manchester and District Spastics Society 

Oldham and District Spastic Society 

Preston and District Group 

Sale, Altrincham and District Spastics 
Society 

Southport, Formby and District Spastics 
Society 

Stockport, East Cheshire and High Peak 
Spastics Society 

Urmston and District Group 

Warrington and District Group for the 
Welfare of Spastics 

Widnes Spastic Fellowship Group 


Northern Home Counties Region 
(Robert C. Lemarie, Woodlands, 1 Mel- 
bourne Road, Bushey, Herts. Tel: 
Bushey Heath 2758) 

Bedford and District Branch of NSS 

Bishop’s Stortford Group, Herts Spastics 
Society 

Central Middlesex Spastics Welfare 
Society 

Clacton and District Group 

Colchester and District Group 

East Herts Group, Herts Spastics Society 

East London Spastic Society 

Epping Forest and District Branch of NSS 

Essex Group 

Harlow and District Branch 

Hatfield Group, Herts Spastics Society 

Hemel Hempstead Group, Herts Spastics 
Society 

Hitchin and District Friends of Spastics 

Ilford and District Spastics Association 

Luton and District Spastics Group 

Maidenhead Friends of Spastics Group 

North London Area Association of Parents 
and Friends of Spastics 

North-West London Group 

Oxfordshire Spastics Welfare Society 

Reading and District Spastics Welfare 
Society 

Slough and District Spastics Welfare 
Society 

Southend-on-Sea and District Spastics 
Society 

South-West Middlesex Group 

St. Albans and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society 


Walthamstow and District Spastics Society 

Watford and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society 

Welwyn Garden City and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 

Wycombe and District Spastics Society 


South-East Region 
(Simon T. Langley, 137 Upper Gros- 
venor Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Tel: Tunbridge Wells 21980) 

Bournemouth, Poole and District Spastic 
Society 

Brighton, Hove and District Branch 

Central Surrey Group 

Croydon and District Branch 

East Sussex Group (Hastings and 
District) 

Folkestone and District Branch of NSS 

Isle of Wight Group 

Maidstone Area Spastic Group 

Medway Towns Branch of NSS 

North Hants and West Surrey Group 

North Surrey Group (Kingston) 

North-West Kent Spastic Group 

North-West Surrey Group 

Portsmouth and District Spastic Society 

Southampton and District Spastics 
Association 

South-East London Group 

South-East Surrey (Redhill) Spastics 
Group 

South London Group 

South-West London and District Group 

South-West Surrey Group 

Thanet Group 

Tunbridge Wells Area Group 

West Kent Spastics Society—Incorporat- 
ing Bromley and District Spastics Group 


Welsh Region (including Mon.) 
(Brian Kingsley-Davies, Delfryn, 
Clevedon Avenue, Sully, Glam. Tel: 
Sully 384) 
Cardiff and District Spastics Association 
Colwyn Bay and District Spastics Society 
Conway and District Branch of NSS 
Kenfig Hill and District Spastics Society 
Merthyr Tydfil and District Spastics 
Society 
Pontypridd and District Group of NSS 
Swansea and District Spastics Association 
Western Region 
(Fohn F. Walch, St. fohn House, 
Park Street, Taunton, Somerset. Tel: 
Taunton 81678 ) 
Bridgwater and District Friends of 
Spastics Association 
Bristol Spastics Association 
Cheltenham Spastic Aid Association 
Plymouth Spastic (CP) Association 
Swindon and District Spastic Society 


Jersey Branch, Channel ‘Islands. 
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““WESTWAYS” HOLIDAY HOME FOR SPASTICS 


Cumberland and Westmorland and Furness Spastics Society. 


Only 80 yards from 
the sea shore 


Unrestricted views of 
Scottish Mountains 


Brochure on request to 
The Warden, 
or phone Allonby 55 


H. & C. all Bedrooms 
includes 
Ground Floor Bedrooms 


Open all year round 


All spastics to be 
accompanied by an 
adult attendant 


Allonby, Cumberland 


Situated on Solway Firth 
12 miles unspoiled 
coastline 


Unparalleled Bracing 
Sea Breeze 


Nearest Railway Station 
—Maryport 


Main Line —Carlisle, 23 
miles. Bus Route via 
Silloth or Maryport 


Tariff : 
Adults £5/5/0 per week 


Children up to 15 years 
£2/10/0 per week 


Two weeks free holiday to all Spastics living in Cumberland, Westmorland and Furness area 


Block Booking, by Groups, out of season at special rates 


AVONSTOKE HOUSE 
AMESBURY, WILTS 


TEBE. PHON © e257 


PIONEERS IN THE DESIGN 
AND MANUFACTURE OF AIDS 
FOR SPASTICS AND CRIPPLES 


Amesbury Chairs and Walking Aids are used at all the leading Hospitals 
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